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ABSTRACT 



This document provides a written account of a testimony of 
A1 Koeppe, on behalf of the New Jersey Commission on Higher Education, to the 
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. He describes the Commission on Higher 
Education and its role in the state as coordinating higher education within 
the state, planning, policy development, and advocacy. He then elaborates on 
the system of higher education in New Jersey. In the area of 
telecommunication services, he explains that information technology is 
increasingly critical to education at all levels of the system and that the 
state's overall well being depend on higher education system's ability to 
access various forms of technology. He continues to explain how the state has 
previously recognized the significance of telecommunications for higher 
education, despite a lack of financial support. He then stresses the need for 
universal service across the entire educational system and possible ways both 
K-12 and higher education institutions would benefit. He concludes with 
specific recommendations to the Board of Public Utilities. The Board is urged 
to adopt a statewide universal service fund with a separate component to 
provide discounted rates to higher education institutions for 
telecommunication services and the necessary connections to access services. 
An estimate of the proposal costs is included. (JJL) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



New Jersey Commission on Higher Education 
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and research. The use of telecommunications in distance learning, student and faculty research, job 
training, and business/higher education partnerships is increasingly important to the state. Given the 
critical role colleges and universities play in economic development, the private sector and the state’s 
overall well-being depend upon the higher education system’s ability to access this important 
technology. 



Has New Jersey previously recognized the significance of telecommunications for higher 
education? 

Yes. The state’s recently adopted long-range plan for higher education stresses the importance of the 
effective use of technology in higher education to serve the needs of New Jersey and its citizens. A 
Higher Education Technology Task Force appointed by the Commission on Higher Education to 
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improved efficiency and effectiveness in teaching and research 
increased access to higher education through distance learning 

enhanced communication and collaboration between higher education institutions and K-12 
schools 

access to an external universe of libraries, information resources, and data bases 
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The Recommended Decision issued by the Federal/State Joint Board offers many meaningful 
measures to be used in meeting the goals outlined under the 1996 Act for the provision of 
universal service. But the broad scope of these goals do not lend themselves readily to fit the 
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allowing significant interaction with K-12 schools, the use of technology and sophisticated 
telecommunications tools by colleges and universities directly benefits the general public as well as 
business and industry. For example: 
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Please explain why the need for universal service spans the entire educational system. 

New Jersey’s K-12 and higher education systems are distinct, yet interdependent entities that share 
responsibility for preparing students for lifelong education, meaningful and rewarding careers, and 
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What are your specific recommendations to the Board of Public Utilities? 

The New Jersey Commission on Higher Education strongly urges the Board of Public Utilities to 
provide discounted telecommunications services for higher education institutions to ensure affordable 
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million will be sufficient to provide the proposed discounts once the one-time internal wiring and 
connections are completed. 
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